Al Chet — For the sin of destroying God’s creation

Eternal God, You created earth and heavens with mercy,
and blew the breath of life into animals and human beings.
We were created amidst a world of wholeness,

”1

a world called “very good,”" pure and beautiful,
but now your many works are being erased by us from the book of life.
Not by our righteousness do we plead our prayers before You,
Adonai our God, for we have sinned, ruined, destroyed.
May it be Your will that You help us overcome and make atonement:
For the sin of filling land and ocean with filth, toxins and garbage;
For the sin of extinguishing forever wondrous species
which You saved from the waters of the flood;
And for the sin of razing forests and trees, valleys and mountains,
and making desolate the habitats that give life to all life’s beings.
Open our eyes to see the majesty of Your creation, and we will praise You,
as it is written: “How manifold are Your works, Adonai!
You made them all with wisdom; the earth is filled with what you hold.”?
Please Adonai, protect them all, in the shade of your wings give them refuge.?
Renew the face of the earth, please, save the weave and fullness of life.*
Please Adonai, remove the heart of stone from our flesh,
and set within us a heart of flesh,” that we may behold the Godly there.®
Grant us wisdom and courage

to heal and watch over this garden of life,

to make it thrive under the heavens. (%)

1. Gen 1:31. 2. Ps. 104:24. 3. Ps. 36:8. 4. From 117°1712% Q7R, the sixth bakafab
of Hoshana Rabbah: 71127 IRNI 1°7 RIVWIT...7 7027 ao%7 NINT RIVWIN”
7. IR 1D WITN RIVWIT . 5. Ezek. 36:26. 6. Job 19:26.

Prayer based on a composition by R. Danny Nevins, published 1992 in Zechem
tafayl; revised in 2005 by R. Nevins; augmented, with new translation and nikud
added by R. David Seidenberg, 2007; updated © 2008; reprint freely.
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Download the latest pdf or the 2005 version of the prayer at —
http://neohasid.org/stoptheflood/environmental_al_chet



